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Acknowledgement of Country

Coffs Harbour City Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, the Gumbaynggirr people, who have cared for this land since 
time immemorial. We pay our respects to their elders, past, present and emerging, and commit ourselves to a future with reconciliation and 
renewal at its heart.



EMERALD BEACH RESERVE

Emerald Beach Reserve is a popular and significant day-use area that forms part of the Coffs Coast Regional 
Park (CCRP). As part of the CCRP, the reserve forms a gateway to the Solitary Islands Marine Park.

The CCRP is governed by a trust board appointed by the NSW Government and managed by the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and Coffs Harbour City Council. 

The reserve forms part of the CCRP, which covers the majority of the lineal foreshore reserves following 
the coastline from Arrawarra to north Coffs Harbour. The park covers 562 hectares. The park includes 27 
kilometres of coastline, but does not include any areas below the mean high water mark (except for the 
Sugar Mill Creek area).

The Solitary Islands Marine Park adjoins the entire length of the park at the mean high water mark, 
encompassing both ocean and estuarine waters. Other reserves which neighbour the park are the Garby 
Nature Reserve (at Arrawarra) and Moonee Beach Nature Reserve (between Sandy Beach and Moonee).

The regional park is managed under the provisions of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, generally 
with a stronger focus on recreation than in national parks.

Management of the CCRP is prescribed by a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which divides 
management responsibility between the agencies, with Coffs Harbour City Council focussing on recreation/
visitor management and NPWS focusing on conservation outcomes. 
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Community engagement 

The Coffs Coast Regional Park Trust Board has previously endorsed a Community Communications and Engagement Plan for the concept planning for the 
Emerald Beach Reserve.

Coffs Harbour City Council and NPWS have now completed a lengthy engagement process with the broader community and an appointed Community 
Reference Group (CRG). The draft concept plan is on public exhibition from Friday 9th July until 5pm Friday 6th August 2021. During this period the 
broader community will be invited to provide feedback in relation to the draft concept plan to inform a final design.

A final concept plan will then be submitted to the trust board for consideration to adopt it as the masterplan for the reserve.

Background:

The following points summarise the extent of community engagement to date:
1.  A series of workshops and community meetings to develop design options facilitated by a design consultancy from February 2017 until June 2017.
2.  Resumption of a fresh round of engagement facilitated by Council and National Parks commenced early in 2018. To date this has included, but is not 
     limited to:
• 15 CRG meetings;
• 2 Community briefing sessions;
• 12 progress updates including 3 mailouts to over 1200 residences, including west of the highway;
• Community survey involving 1000 residences which attracted a 40% response rate.
3.   Draft concept plan prepared for review May - June 2021.
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Engagement methodology for display of the draft concept plan

The draft concept plan is on display at the Coffs Harbour and Woolgoolga libraries and made available online at the Have Your Say Council website. The public 
exhibition period and invitation for comment is being promoted through newspaper advertising, media release, social media, CHCC e-news and flyers. The 
draft concept plan is on exhibition from Friday 9th July 2021 until 5pm Friday 6th August 2021.

The Have Your Say page for this project can be found at: https://haveyoursay.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au

Key objectives and design drivers include:

• Promote social inclusion
• Improve park facilities and recreational use of the reserve
• Improve car parking facilities and provide accessible parking facilities
• Improve safety
• Improve pedestrian circulation and accessibility
• Protect and conserve the natural environment
• Maintain the character and feel of the reserve and village
• Improve drainage
• Be relaxed, low maintenance, understated and is uniquely Emerald Beach.
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*Final design and construction to upgrade Emerald Beach Reserve will be subject to environmental and cultural heritage approvals and 
compliance with appropriate engineering and construction standards.
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Concept design considerations

1.   Key survey outcomes in 2019
• 74% support to keep the road through the reserve – 22% against          
 - 4% unsure/neutral;
• 54% support to move the road away from beach – 37% against                      
 – 9% unsure;
• 59% support parking along road – 32% support on grassed area                    
 – 15% unsure/other       (multiple answers were allowed) 
• 74% support for traffic calming – 22% against – 4% unsure.

2. Main themes supported:
• 25% support playground and equipment upgrade;
• 22% support amenities upgrade;
• 20% support more car parking spaces;
• 18% support for no change;
• 12% support for general upgrade;
• 9% support improved drainage;
• 8% support upgrade of southern beach access used by watercraft;
• 6% support road upgrade;
• 4% support town beautification;
• 1% support removal of southern beach access used by watercraft.

2.   Endorsement by the community at a briefing session held on 22/10/2019 to:
• Support the main findings of the survey, including to keep the road.
• Use these findings and feedback obtained during 2018/2019 to prepare  
 one concept plan design for community scrutiny.
• Allow the CRG to review the initial concept plan design to validate it has  
 followed the endorsed design criteria.
• Refine the concept plan design for exhibition and comment by the        
 broader community.
• Consideration of feedback collected to further refine a final concept plan  
 design for consideration by Coffs Coast Regional Park (CCRP) Trust Board.

Additional design consultations have included liaison with NSW Police and liaison 
with NPWS staff and relevant Council staff regarding operational and maintenance 
considerations for design.

Draft concept plan legend
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